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§1465.36 Environmental services cred-
its for conservation improvements.

NRCS recognizes that environmental
benefits will be achieved by imple-
menting conservation practices funded
through AMA, and that environmental
credits may be gained as a result of im-
plementing activities compatible with
the purposes of an AMA contract.
NRCS asserts no direct or indirect in-
terest on these credits. However, NRCS
retains the authority to ensure that
operation and maintenance require-
ments for AMA-funded improvements
are met, consistent with §1465.21 and
§1465.22. Where activities may impact
the land under an AMA contract, par-
ticipants are highly encouraged to re-
quest an operation and maintenance
compatibility determination prior to
entering into any credit agreements.
The AMA conservation program con-
tract may be modified in accordance
with policies outlined in §1465.24 pro-
vided the modifications meet AMA pur-
poses and are in compliance with this
part.
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§1466.1 Applicability.

(a) The purposes of the Environ-
mental Quality Incentives Program
(EQIP) are to promote agricultural pro-
duction, forest management, and envi-
ronmental quality as compatible goals,
and to optimize environmental bene-
fits. Through EQIP, the Natural Re-
sources Conservation Service (NRCS)
provides assistance to eligible farmers
and ranchers to address soil, water, and
air quality, wildlife habitat, surface
and groundwater conservation, energy
conservation, and related natural re-
source concerns. EQIP’s financial and
technical assistance helps producers
comply with environmental regula-
tions and enhance agricultural and for-
ested lands in a cost-effective and envi-
ronmentally beneficial manner. The
purposes of the program are achieved
by planning and implementing con-
servation practices on eligible land.

(b) EQIP is available in any of the 50
States, the District of Columbia, the
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, Guam,
the Virgin Islands of the United States,
American Samoa, and the Common-
wealth of the Northern Mariana Is-
lands.

§1466.2 Administration.

(a) The funds, facilities, and authori-
ties of the Commodity Credit Corpora-
tion (CCC) are available to NRCS for
carrying out EQIP. Accordingly, where
NRCS is mentioned in this Part, it also
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